CHECK PROCEDURES

ALBERT LEA POLICE DEPARTMENT


  The Albert Lea Police Department is committed to the prosecution and conviction of people who pass bad checks at business or to individual persons in the City Albert Lea.  We are also committed to getting restitution for the bad checks paid to the businesses or persons who are victims of bad checks.  To this end we have partnered with the Financial Crimes Services as a way of better serving the public.  We have also instituted changes in our policy regarding bad checks.  Some of these changes were made because of demands put on us by the judicial system and others were done to better streamline the process.  This information sheet is to help you understand the system and make possible a successful prosecution of the individuals who decide to break the law.

A. EVIDENCE NEEDED TO SUCCESSFULLY PROSECUTE

1. The original check (or a photocopy that the some banks are now calling original checks if the original check is destroyed.)

2. Identity of the person who accepted the bad check (This is important because the County Attorney’s Officer and City Attorney will need this information for court.
3. Identity of the person who passed the check (Identification was checked at the time the check was passed) (With the increase in identity theft taking identification is very important.)
4. Evidence that the person who passed the bad check has been notified that the check was bad and was given a chance to pay off the check and the penalties. (Demand letter sent)
5. Correct report filled out and filed with either the Albert Lea Police Department Bad Check Diversion Program (use Diversion form) or if the check is over $1000.00, a forged, counterfeit, altered or stolen check directly with the Albert Lea Police Department. (Use Fraudulent form)
6. If the check is forged, altered, counterfeit or stolen and affidavit of forgery or other documents from the bank explaining why the check was not accepted.

7. Date on check is less than 120 days at the time report is made.
B. I HAVE A CHECK THAT IS UNDER $1000.00.00 AND IS NOT A FORGED, COUNTERFEIT, ALTERED OR STOLEN CHECK.
1. Have the original check  (Check is NSF, Account Closed, Refer To Maker, stop payment or and electronic check)
2. Demand Letter sent to person on the check at the address on the check 

3. No action taken on the check in 5 days from the time the demand letter was mailed
4. Read and fill out form on the Diversion file on disk.

5. Send all paperwork to address listed on the form.

The Financial Crimes Services will take over the case and will do the necessary processing.  If they are unsuccessful in the diversion program the checks are forwarded to the Albert Lea Police Department for further investigation and eventually prosecution.

C.   I HAVE MULTIPULE CHECKS ON THE SAME PERSON AND ALL ARE UNDER $1000.00.00 (NO INDIVIDUAL CHECK IS OVER $1000.00) AND NONE ARE FORGED COUNTERFEIT, ALTERED OR STOLEN CHECKS.
1. Have the original checks.  (Check is NSF, Account Closed, Refer To Maker, stop payment or and electronic check)

2. Demand Letter sent to person on the check at the address on the checks (you may use 1 (one) demand letter for all the checks as long as all are listed.

3. No action taken on the check in 5 days from the time the demand letter was mailed

4. Read and fill out individual forms for each check.  Form is in the Diversion file on disk.

5. Send all paperwork to address listed on the form.

D.   I HAVE MULTIPULE CHECKS ON THE SAME PERSON AND AT LEAST ONE CHECK IS OVER $1000.00 AND NONE ARE FORGED, COUNTERFEIT, ALTERED OR STOLEN CHECKS.
1. Have the original checks.  (Check is NSF, Account Closed, Refer To Maker, stop payment or and electronic check)

2. Demand Letter sent to person on the check at the address on the checks (you may use 1 (one) demand letter for all the checks as long as all are listed.

3. No action taken on the check in 5 days from the time the demand letter was mailed

4. Read and fill out individual forms for each check.  The form is under FRAUDULENT file on disk.

5. Deliver the form and all paperwork to the Albert Lea Police Department.

E. I HAVE CHECK (OR CHECKS) IN ANY AMOUNT THAT ARE FORGED, COUNTERFEIT, ALTERED OR STOLEN CHECK(S).
1. Have the original checks.  

2. Have affidavit of forgery or paperwork from the bank as to the reason the check was not accepted.

3. Read and fill out individual forms for each check.  The form is under FRAUDULENT file on disk.

4. Deliver the form and all paperwork to the Albert Lea Police Department.

  Just a few reminders:
1. Taking correct identification from the person who passed the check is very important in the prosecution of the bad checks, especially in the cases of forged, counterfeit, altered or stolen checks.

2. Third Party checks are difficult if not impossible to prosecute.  Avoid acceptance of them.  

3. Out of town checks should be suspect especially if they are from long distances away.

4. Out of state checks are impossible to prosecute because laws in different states do not allow us to get banking records.

5. Checks that have erasures, overwritten portions or two different styles of handwriting should all be suspect.

6. Paychecks should be suspect if the person is coming into a retail store to cash.  Banks can do this why would the person come into a retail store to cash the check.

7. Watch for altered account numbers on the bottom of the check (scratched out numbers, holes punched in the numbers, torn portions of the account number, changed numbers) you are probably about to accept a forged or counterfeit check.

These are just a few of the tricks used by persons trying to take advantage of your business.
If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me:

Ben C. Mortensen, Jr.

Detective Albert Lea Police Department
Office Phone: (507) 377-5227

   I will be happy to assist you in any way I can.
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